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CORAL BAY DEVELOPMENT 
Grievance 

MS SUE WALKER (Nedlands) [9.04 am]:  My grievance is directed to the Minister for the Environment and 
Heritage, and relates to her gross mismanagement of Coral Bay.  I feel very passionate and very incensed about 
what I found when I went to Coral Bay a couple of months ago.  I am very concerned that the minister, on 
Wednesday 8 May, in response to a press statement I had made, said that she had visited the area three months 
after she was elected.  I went to Coral Bay almost a year after the minister, and found its condition absolutely 
appalling.  I will be pursuing the minister on this issue, because what is happening at Coral Bay is a disgrace.  
The minister, through the Department of Conservation and Land Management has been ineffectual in the 
management of Coral Bay.  The minister can sit there with a smirk on her face, but the Western Australian 
public needs to know what is happening at Coral Bay.  It is a disgrace that it has been covered up. 

I refer to the comments of the minister in this Chamber on 8 May, when she had one of her backbenchers ask her 
a question in relation to what she referred to as a misleading media release by me about the management of 
Coral Bay. The minister said - 

I was interested to read the statement by the shadow Minister for Tourism yesterday. One can say that a 
few facts were peppered among her comments. It is a great work of fiction. She should take up a new 
career. Is she the emerging Jeffrey Archer of the backbench, or should she throw in a bit of romance or 
horror and become the Barbara Cartland or the Stephen King? What horror. Whatever she is, she has a 
talent.  

Mr Logan interjected.  

Ms SUE WALKER:  The member for Cockburn thought that was funny.  That is fine, but this is a serious issue 
about a state tourism icon - the heart of Ningaloo Reef - which nobody seems to be talking about.   

Mr Logan:  Your Government did nothing for eight years.  

Ms SUE WALKER:  I accept that successive Governments have been guilty of neglect.  

The minister was referring to a few matters in my press release.  First of all, she corrected me about her visiting 
the area.  I thank her for that.  We know she has been to Coral Bay, although nobody else did.  She was self-
assured, bare-faced, cocky, smart and full of herself, and said that she had visited Coral Bay.  She had increased 
the ranger coverage at Coral Bay, and she had drafted regulations.  I visited Coral Bay with her CALM ranger, 
and I was appalled at what I saw there.  I mentioned several things in my media release.  One million fish had 
died in April through lack of oxygen caused by the pollution in the water, and 80 per cent of the coral in the bay 
was now dead.  Not only did the minister have full knowledge of the issues in Coral Bay, but also she knew 
about coral spawning and did nothing about the damage it could do to the bay.  I want the minister to manage the 
coral spawning.   

Several members interjected.  

Ms SUE WALKER:  Members opposite think this is a joke, as they thought the property tax was a joke.  The 
people at Coral Bay do not think it is a joke, and the people of Western Australia do not think it is a joke.  I 
raised the fact that the coral was being badly damaged by boats, including three commercial fishing boats, 
travelling over it each day.  I raised the fact that there were boat moorings and anchors in the bay.  The minister 
could act immediately to remove the boats and moorings from the bay.  She set up some sort of a committee that 
has now been conferring for over a year about the coral that is being damaged - the heart of Ningaloo Reef.  I 
said in the press release that there was no physical presence of CALM officers.  She knows that; she knows that 
the ranger, Bruce Bond, is trying to cover 80 kilometres of coastline, so she puts on another 0.4 full-time 
equivalent and tells the House she is managing.  I said there were problems with the town site.  I wonder whether 
the minister had a look at the rubbish dump when she was there.  I have a photograph of the appalling rubbish 
dump at Coral Bay, which I am happy to table.  Rubbish flies out into the entrance to the bay, and the turtles eat 
it.  It is a disgrace for Western Australia. 

What is happening in Coral Bay is shameful.  Tourists have raped and pillaged it, and they probably did not 
realise what was happening.  There is an opportunity to rehabilitate Coral Bay, and nothing is happening.  The 
silence from all interest groups is deafening.  The public of Western Australia needs to know about it.  I will 
pursue this matter.  When I finish this grievance, I will file 30 questions about Coral Bay.  I, the residents, and 
the people who care about Coral Bay want them answered.  

The minister could have done several things in relation to Coral Bay.  She could have done an immediate 
assessment of the coral damage and the fish deaths caused by the sewage that is leaking into the bay.  She could 
have put a ban on boats entering the bay.  She could have immediately taken all the advertising material off the 
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beach side of Coral Bay and put up education material for tourists to help in relation to rehabilitating the area.  
She could have ordered a report to be done on the nutrient levels in the bay and the impact of the sewage 
leachates and fertilisers used on the lawns at Coral Bay on the marine environment.  The minister could have 
introduced legislation much sooner.  Officers from the Department of Conservation and Land Management are 
not there very often because they have to travel down from Exmouth.  We still have not seen that legislation in 
the Assembly. 

I feel very passionate about this issue.  It is a disgrace, and the minister knows it is a disgrace.  I will go up to 
Coral Bay with anyone from the media - and I do not want any publicity from this -  

Government members interjected. 

Ms SUE WALKER:  No, I do not.  I want Western Australians to know what is happening at Coral Bay.  I will 
be pursuing the minister on this right to the end until she does her job. 

The SPEAKER:  Those documents can be laid on the Table for the balance of today’s sitting. 

DR EDWARDS (Maylands - Minister for the Environment and Heritage) [9.11 am]:  I thank the member for the 
grievance.  I will be following up those issues.  I will put on the Table some of the things that are already 
happening so that the member is informed.  Things are already happening.  This has been an issue for some time, 
and I am sure the previous Government was aware of it; it is certainly an issue of which we have been aware and 
which we are following up. 

Spawning is a natural event.  Spawning occurs and it is natural. 

A government member interjected. 

Dr EDWARDS:  The member said that I should stop it.  That is a bit silly. 

Ms Sue Walker:  You’re trying to cover up your own inadequacies. 

Dr EDWARDS:  I am trying to answer the member’s questions. 

The SPEAKER:  Members! 

Dr EDWARDS:  Spawning occurred this year under very calm conditions, and when it occurs under those 
conditions nothing can be done.  Unfortunately, because it was so calm, there was severe oxygen depletion and 
there were fish deaths.  Within a week, CALM had mapped the extent of the impact on the coral and had sent a 
report to the Marine Parks and Reserves Authority.  The mapping revealed that the area impacted on was near 
the shore reef and the situation was very similar to what happened in 1989.  CALM got onto that immediately, 
the Marine Parks and Reserves Authority was involved, and CALM also contacted scientific institutions to 
follow through on the matter to see how the reef could be rehabilitated. 

I will briefly go through what the Government has done, to answer some of the questions and issues raised by the 
member.  The Government is aware of the significant environmental issues in that area and, for that reason, the 
Coral Bay reference group was established.  That group includes people from local industry and government 
departments.  It has been developing an overall strategy and it will look at environmental and safety issues for 
both commercial and recreational users in Bills Bay.  CALM has also commissioned an environmental 
consultant, and a concept mooring plan has been developed for southern Bills Bay.  The member would know 
from visiting that area that the northern part of the bay is more environmentally sensitive than the southern part, 
which is more acceptable for mooring.  The department has also established a mooring control area within the 
Mauds sanctuary zone.  This means that all recreational vessels must be retrieved on an “as-use” basis, while the 
commercial fishers and tourism operators must register for mooring sites within the mooring control area. 

We have also increased the presence of rangers and, yes, we would like to have a lot more, but we have certainly 
increased the number from that which we had previously.  The Government has introduced new regulations to 
give the rangers more power. 

Ms Sue Walker interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Members! 

Dr EDWARDS:  The member obviously has not seen the regulations yet, but they have been tabled in the 
Parliament and we are waiting for them to be proclaimed.  It has taken almost 10 years to develop these new 
regulations.  This issue was raised with me in opposition.  When I came to government -  

Ms Sue Walker:  You could do things immediately. 

Dr EDWARDS:  That is true.  I could do things that the previous Government did not do in eight years.  I have 
stopped the logging of old-growth forests and I have introduced these regulations. 
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I will turn now to the issue of boats.  Many people who use this area have boats.  I heard what the member said, 
and she seems to have some ideas about how we could better manage these boats.  What did the member say 
about boats? 

Ms Sue Walker:  Get them out of the bay!  Why are you allowing them to moor in the coral?  There are anchors 
in the coral at Coral Bay. 

Dr EDWARDS:  I hear what the member has said.  I will raise this issue again with CALM.  I have had a 
number of discussions with CALM about this issue. 

Ms Sue Walker:  Speak to your Exmouth manager. 

The SPEAKER:  Member! 

Dr EDWARDS:  When I visited that area I was concerned about the waste water treatment plant.  Since then 
further consultation has taken place on the licence for the waste water treatment plant and it will be upgraded.  
At the moment, three ground water bores are being installed and that is taking a bit longer than I would have 
liked.  I apologise for that, but we do not know much about the hydrology of the area and we want to make sure 
they are put in the right spot.  While working on these bores it has been found that the limestone is much harder 
than anticipated, which makes it more difficult to put the bores in. 

Ms Sue Walker:  Where are they being installed? 

Dr EDWARDS:  I will get the member the exact detail of where they are going after the debate. 

Ms Sue Walker:  Nobody else knows about it. 

Dr EDWARDS:  I cannot help it if the member has not spoken to the right people. 

Ms Sue Walker:  You should have done something when you went up there a year ago.  I do not know why you 
are laughing.  It is a serious issue for the State. 

Dr EDWARDS:  I will now comment on the landfill site, which, like the waste water treatment plant, is an issue, 
and when I went there I asked to be shown where it was.  The landfill site is licensed by the Department of 
Environmental Protection, but it is owned by the Shire of Carnarvon.  Because of the distance between Coral 
Bay and Carnarvon, there is an arrangement whereby the Shire of Exmouth manages the landfill.  The difficulty 
is that the heavy vehicles required to properly manage the landfill are currently trucked in once a month.  The 
DEP has inspected the site and has given advice to the shire, and I put on record that the shire has been very 
cooperative.  It has followed up immediately when there have been problems.  

Ms Sue Walker interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Member for Nedlands! 

Dr EDWARDS:  It has acted very quickly.  Yes, there are issues in that area, but the Government is paying 
attention to them.  We are putting things in place to tackle those issues.  The member for Peel is directly 
involved in them and other plans have also been put on the board. 

Ms Sue Walker:  The member for Peel went up there? 

The SPEAKER:  Member for Nedlands! 

Dr EDWARDS:  When I was there I was concerned about the boats.  I took the opportunity to go out on a boat 
and I had a number of meetings with local residents.  In fact, I had some very good meetings with local residents 
and we hosted a community luncheon and met many of them.  I acknowledge there is a problem with the boats.  
I will take heed of what the member said.  Does the member think boats should be banned? 

Ms Sue Walker:  They are trawling over the coral each night.  The minister should know this.  Three recreational 
fishing boats trawl back and forth.  The minister has done nothing about it.  She says she is looking at a jetty. 

Dr EDWARDS:  I find this quite strange.  We set up reference groups, employed environmental consultants, got 
the Marine Parks and Reserves Authority involved and established a mooring plan, but that is nothing.  Really! 
 


